READING

Years of research show clearly that children are more likely to succeed in learning when their
families actively support them. When you and other family members read with your children, help them
with homework, talk with their teachers, and participate in school or other learning activities, you give
your children a tremendous advantage.

Other than helping your children to grow up healthy and happy, the most important thing that
you can do for them is to help them develop their reading skills. It is no exaggeration to say that how
well children learn to read affects directly not only how successful they are in school but how well they
do throughout their lives. When children learn to read, they have the key that opens the door to all the
knowledge of the world. The foundation for learning to read is in place long before children enter school
and begin formal reading instruction. You and your family help to create this foundation by talking,
listening, and reading to your children every day and by showing them that you value, use, and enjoy
reading in your lives.



